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Meet the Newest School
Board Member

By Cathy Tyson

Suzy Pak
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unning for the Lafayette School

District Governing Board,
which oversees all of Lafayette’s ele-
mentary schools and Stanley Middle
School, was easy for Suzy Pak — with
three seats open and only three people
interested in the positions, all were ap-
pointed and avoided the hassles of
running a campaign.

One current board member, Art
Kapoor, will step down when his term
ends this month, thus opening up a
seat. Two existing members — Teresa
Gerringer, the current board president
who has served since 2000, and
David Gerson, who is currently serv-
ing as clerk of the board and joined in
2010 — chose to continue on the
board.

Pak’s husband, Mark Gundacker,
was very supportive of his wife
throwing her hat in the ring for the
seat, suggesting that since his wife at-
tends so many school meetings, per-
haps she ought to think about running
for the board.

A product of California’s public
schools, Pak has a bachelor’s degree
in economics from UC Santa Cruz
and an MBA from San Jose State
University. ... continued on page A8

Quick Resolution to
Downtown Armed Robbery

By Cathy Tyson

fter ending his shift at a nearby

store at 10:30 p.m. on Nov. 26,
aman was approached while walking
back to his car, which was parked in
a lot near the corner of Deer Hill Road
and First Street, by two men in their
20s wearing hoodies. One of the sus-
pects raised his shirt and displayed a
handgun tucked in his waistband, then
demanded the would-be victim’s wal-
let. The employee took off running
and eventually climbed a fence onto
Highway 24 to escape.

The suspects gave chase, but
found more convenient victims as
two other employees approached the
parking lot. Upon seeing the robbers
flashing their gun, the workers wisely
proceeded to hand over their wallets
and other personal property. Once the
bad guys got the goods, they ran to a
waiting orange Honda Element on
First Street.

Despite the Thanksgiving holiday,
the next day the search was on for the
vehicle and the suspects. A neighbor-
hood camera system in the area had
images that matched a general de-
scription of the vehicle, complete with
license plate number. Turns out the
car had already -
been impounded |
following another
robbery in Oakland, |
and one suspecthad |
been arrested. |
Property found in
the car matched |-
what was lifted
from the Lafayette [
victims.

“This incident
is unique for the
City of Lafayette,

but is indicative of the incidents that
can occur in any downtown area at
night,” said Police Chief Eric Chris-
tensen in a recent Crime Bulletin.
He suggested that it’s best to walk in
pairs and have a flashlight or a cell
phone handy, and to surrender your
property if confronted. “A watch, a
phone or a wallet are not worth being
injured over,” he said.

Christensen also confirmed by
phone that the suspects and their ve-
hicle, after leaving Lafayette, found
their way to Grizzly Peak Boulevard
in Berkeley where, according to news
reports, they allegedly robbed and
kidnapped two people, who were sit-
ting in their car enjoying the view, and
forced them to drive to an ATM and
withdraw money.

Lafayette police will be increas-
ing their patrols downtown at night,
and working with businesses to en-
sure their employees are safe. Cops
are looking for additional information
regarding the incident and the vehicle
—please contact the department office
at (925) 283-3680 or send an email
via the tip line to

94549Tip@gmail.com.
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It starts with dreaming...
Where to go from here?
How to make that happen?

Call Pamela and start turning
your dreams into reality!

925.323.4100
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WARM UP WITH US!

OUR ANNUAL SALE
“OUTERWEAR

o SWEATERS

Savings of

25%.60%

’

Ruby Rd., Columbia, Woolrich, Jenny, Carolyn Taylor,
Allison Brittany, Jane Ashley, Erika, Casual ldentity & More
Shop Early for the Best Selection. Wear Now!

Lafayette « Danville - Countrywood
Concord * Montclair » Orinda
Moraga * Sonoma ¢ Auburn
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